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BREAKING NEWS! 

  
You may like to see the official News Release from Leeds City Council below - with our 

comments above. 
  
  

LEEDS BRADFORD AIRPORT PARKWAY STATION ON THE HARROGATE LINE 
  
Harrogate Chamber has welcomed the adoption of their innovative proposal for a Parkway Station on 

the Harrogate-Leeds railway line adjacent to the Airport's existing long-stay car park. 
  
The Chamber's Transport Spokesman Brian Dunsby said that this new station was first proposed by the 

Chamber in 2011 and after continued lobbying of the numerous interested parties it has finally been 

adopted by Leeds City Council with support from Leeds Bradford Airport and the West Yorkshire 

Combined Authority. 
  
"The proposed new station will be located just south of the Bramhope Tunnel, in between Cookridge 

and Bramhope Moor.   The Harrogate Line will be served by upgraded rolling stock every 15 minutes 

from 2018 and by the new Virgin AZUMA Intercity Express Programme trains every two hours from 

2019, so it would be ideal if the new station could be designed to accommodate all these trains.  
  
"Then in addition to air passengers, many commuters from north Leeds area will be able to use these 

trains to reach Leeds and Harrogate.  Also by changing at Leeds or York they can travel onward to the 

rest of the UK on the East Coast Main Line,  Cross-Country and Transpennine services. 
  
"This scheme is a cost effective solution to improving public transport that does not require any major 

capital investment in new trains or extra railway track added Brian.  Air passengers will be served by 

the existing high frequency long-stay car park shuttle buses up to the Terminal, so that will be no 

different from parking a car and jumping on the same bus!"   
  
Brian acknowledged the creative and technical input of Mark Leving, a voluntary Rail Adviser to 

Harrogate Chamber and the former Managing Director of Hull Trains, who first proposed operating 

regular direct services between Harrogate and London Kings Cross in 2008.    Mark has been a fount of 

technical genius coupled with extensive commercial operating experience.  He is currently 

working professionally for the international rail consultants FCP on the regional rail network around 

Toronto 
  
Mark Leving added by email: "It's not over yet!  Now we need to make sure they build the right thing 

in the right place.....with a design that incorporates the bus shuttle to the terminal and with passive 

provision for a people mover." 
  
Any technical questions should be addressed initially to Brian L Dunsby, Transport Spokesman, 

Harrogate District Chamber of Commerce.  Tel: 01423 879208 or 07836 537512. 
  
ATTACHED:  HT475 Rail surface access strategy for LBA. Version 3g issued January 2016  
  
Brian L Dunsby, Transport Spokesman 
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5th December 2016  

New airport parkway station revealed as part of transformational 

£270million transport proposals for Leeds  

A new parkway rail station connecting to Leeds Bradford Airport forms part of transformational 

proposals to make £270million of improvements to transport in Leeds. 

The announcement, along with two other new stations to be created in the city and additional rail 

network improvements, are the first details to be revealed ahead of an ambitious new transport 
strategy for Leeds being released tomorrow (Tuesday 6 December). 

The new strategy is in response to the findings of the biggest-ever transport conversation held with 

residents, businesses, stakeholders and visitors in the city which included more than 8,000 people 
taking part in a recent survey. 

The feedback has shown a desire for deliverable improvements to be made in the immediate to short 

term on improving public transport across the city. Trends show a need for better rail and bus services, 

a clear demand for additional park and ride services, congestion issues to be addressed along with 

improved accessibility to bring communities, businesses and jobs closer together to boost connectivity 

and the overall economy and productivity of Leeds. 

The new parkway station would be built on the existing Leeds to Harrogate line, connecting to the 

wider rail network and serving and supporting the development of one of the fastest-growing regional 

airports in the UK which is used by 3.5million passengers a year and contributes £100m annually to 
the city region economy. 

The new station would see jobs and employment opportunities created, and would also act as a park 

and ride station to be used by commuters to Leeds and Harrogate, boosting both economies. In 

addition it would remove cars from the highway network, in Leeds easing congestion issues in the 

north of the city and improving air quality. 

Two other new stations are also proposed at White Rose Shopping Centre and Office Park to support 

retail, connectivity and employment and at Thorpe Park to support job creation and housing growth 

along the East Leeds Extension. This is part of an inclusive approach helping to connect people to 
growth points in the Leeds economy. 

The new stations would be part-funded from the £173.5million of Department of Transport funding 

secured following the decision not to proceed with the New Generation Transport (NGT) trolleybus in 
May, with the funds needing to be invested in public transport before the end of 2021. 

Support from West Yorkshire Combined Authority and private sector stakeholders increases the funding 

available to in excess of £270m for Leeds. 

Together with a wide range of significant improvements proposed for other elements of transport in 

Leeds to be announced, the plans and new strategy have been hailed as “transformational” by the 
Leader of Leeds City Council Councillor Judith Blake. 

Leader of Leeds City Council Councillor Judith Blake said: 

“These plans announced today and the full proposals and strategy to be released tomorrow represent a 

transformational step change for public transport in Leeds. Through the transport conversation we 

have been given a clear message that people want improvements to be made to benefit all areas of the 

city as soon as possible, not in another 10 or 15 years’ time but now. I am very pleased to say that 

everything we are putting forward in this plan is deliverable in the short to medium term. 

“Providing a connection by rail to the airport has long been an ambition for the city and this plan will 

deliver it in a cost-effective way, along with two other new stations at the White Rose Shopping Centre 

and Thorpe Park to help drive forward job creation, productivity and economic growth. These plans all 



fit with the Department of Transport request that we invest the £173.5million in public transport 

improvements before the end of 2021, and I am delighted that together with additional funding 

proposed by stakeholders and private partners we can now do even more to improve transport in our 
city and make a real difference.” 

The council and its partners will continue to consider options for a mass transit scheme for Leeds, but 

this will require significant additional investment and would not be deliverable by 2021. 

Councillor Blake added: 

“Options for a mass transit scheme are still very much under consideration, but it needs to be right for 

the whole city and the reality is such a scheme would need a lot more investment and would take a lot 

longer to deliver, whereas there is a clear priority need to deliver changes now in order to get Leeds 

moving.” 

John Parkin, Leeds Bradford Airport Chief Executive, said: 

“This announcement is fantastic news for the millions of passengers who travel to and from Leeds 

Bradford Airport each year. As one of the country’s fastest growing regional airports, it is vital that we 

give passengers more choice about how they are able to get here. Investing in the public transport 

network in this way will enable people to travel to and from the airport easily, as well as create jobs 
and help to ease road congestion in the area. 

“We’re pleased that steps are being taken to implement this transformational project and we look 

forward to seeing it progress.” 

Other improvements proposed for the rail network in Leeds would see access enhanced at Cross Gates, 

Morley and Horsforth stations and car park expansion at New Pudsey to increase its park and ride 

capacity. These upgrades will complement improved rail services to Leeds which will see increases in 

capacity through longer trains and more frequent services, especially at peak times. The outdated 

pacer units will also be withdrawn by 2020. 

Work will also progress in the coming months on preparing the city for high-speed HS2 and Northern 

Powerhouse Rail (formerly HS3), with the masterplan for the remodelled Leeds Station being 

developed by a world-renowned team including Hiro Aso, the lead architect behind the acclaimed 

redevelopment of King’s Cross in London. The masterplan will guide the revamp of Leeds Station into a 

distinctive modern destination and fully integrated national transport hub along with maximising the 

development opportunities surrounding the station and acting as a gateway to the city centre and 
South Bank Leeds. 

Leeds Chamber of Commerce President Gerald Jennings said: 

“The Chamber has always maintained that the city needs further investment to create a fully 

integrated transport network, so it is pleasing to see funded proposals for additional rail halts and park 

and rides across the city which in turn will aid economic growth and connect businesses conveniently to 
the widest possible workforce.” 

The new Leeds Transport Strategy has been supported and guided by the West Yorkshire Combined 

Authority and the new Leeds transport advisory panel. The panel is chaired by Director of Strategy for 

Transport for the North Nigel Foster, and includes leading transport experts and senior figures from 

transport bodies and organisations, along with representatives from the worlds of business, education, 

planning, accessibility, equalities and campaign groups. 

It also forms part of the wider regional strategic economic plan which aims to deliver up to 35,000 new 

jobs and an additional £3.7billion of economic output by 2036. 

The proposals and strategy released tomorrow will be considered by senior councillors at next week’s 

executive board meeting at Civic Hall on Wednesday 14 December and if approved will then go to the 
Department of Transport for its consideration. 

Notes to editors: 

The full list of members of the transport advisory panel can be seen at 

www.leeds.gov.uk/transportconversation 



The Department for Transport forecasts usage of Leeds Bradford Airport could more than double to 

7.1m passengers a year by 2030 rising to over nine million by 2050. Along with improved access by 

rail, Leeds City Council is also currently considering three options for enhanced road access to the 
airport. 
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